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This definition contains two descriptions of fire. The first 
is “any instance of open flame or other burning in a place not 
intended to contain the burning.” Some examples are: 

• Trash can fire. 

• Oven or microwave fire. 

• Burning oven mitt on a stove. 

• Grease fire on a stovetop. 

• Flame coming from electric extension cord. 

• Burning wall hanging or poster. 

• Fire in an overheated bathroom vent fan. 

• Couch that is burning without any flame evident. 

The second type of fire is “any instance of open flame or 
other burning in an uncontrolled manner.” Some examples 
are: 

• Chimney fire. 

• Gas stove fire. 

• Fuel burner or boiler fire. 

Include: 

• All fires that meet the HEA definition regardless of: 

– Size.  

– Cause.  

– Whether the fire results in injury, death or 
property damage.  

– Your institution’s fire safety policies. Even if 
your institution prohibits the burning of candles 
in dorms, a lit candle doesn’t meet the 
definition of a fire. If drapes catch on fire due 
to brushing against a lit candle, the burning 
drapes meet the definition.  

• Fires on the roof or the outside walls of a building 
even if the fire doesn’t reach the inside.  
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• An incident where there is evidence that there was 
burning, for example, a singed electrical cord. 

• Fires in parking facilities and dining halls that are 
physically attached to and accessed directly from, 
on-campus student housing facilities. “Accessed 
directly from” means that an individual can enter the 
parking area directly from the housing area without 
leaving the building. Note that if there is a vehicle 
fire (i.e., a fire that is confined to a vehicle) in a 
student housing facility parking garage, this is not a 
student housing facility fire. However, if there is a 
fire in the garage that spreads to a vehicle, or if a 
vehicle fire spreads to the garage, this is a student 
housing facility fire.  

• Fires reported to any official at your institution (e.g., 
to a residence life officer), not just campus fire 
authorities or campus security authorities.  

Do not include: 

• Sparks or smoke where there is no open flame or 
other burning.  

• Such incidents as burnt microwave popcorn that 
trigger fire alarms or smoke detectors but there are no 
open flames or other burning.  

• Attempted arson in cases where there is no open 
flame or burning. (Attempted arson must be included 
along with statistics for completed arson in your 
Clery crime statistics, however. See “Types of 
Criminal Offenses,” no. 7 in Chapter 3 for more 
information about arson.)  

• Fires in parking facilities and dining halls that are not 
physically attached to and accessed directly from 
on-campus student housing facilities, even if the 
facilities are reserved for the use of residents in those 
housing facilities.  

• Incidents that violate your institution’s fire safety 
policies but that do not meet the HEA definition of a 
fire. For example, if your institution prohibits fires in 
fireplaces in on-campus student housing, and a 
student lights a fire in the fireplace, this is not a 
reportable fire under HEA. However, if the fire began 




